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destined for canneries within the 
United States, including all U.S. com-
monwealths, territories, and posses-
sions, may be imported without the 
documentation required under this sub-
part. 

(d) Swordfish. (1) Documentation is 
required for swordfish products includ-
ing those identified by the following 
subheading numbers from the HTS: 

(i) Fresh or chilled swordfish, steaks 
(No. 0302.69.20.41). 

(ii) Fresh or chilled swordfish, ex-
cluding fish fillets, steaks, and other 
fish meat (No. 0302.69.20.49). 

(iii) Frozen swordfish, steaks (No. 
0303.79.20.41). 

(iv) Frozen swordfish, excluding fil-
lets, steaks and other fish meat (No. 
0303.79.20.49). 

(v) Fresh, chilled or frozen swordfish, 
fillets and other fish meat (No. 
0304.20.60.92). 

(2) In addition, swordfish products in 
other forms (e.g., chunks, fillets, and 
products in airtight containers) that 
may be classified under any other HTS 
heading/subheading numbers, are sub-
ject to the documentation require-
ments of this subpart, except that fish 
parts other than meat (e.g., heads, 
eyes, roe, guts, tails) may be allowed 
entry without said statistical docu-
mentation. 

§ 300.185 Documentation, reporting 
and recordkeeping requirements 
for statistical documents and re-ex-
port certificates. 

(a) Imports—(1) Applicability of require-
ments. The documentation require-
ments in paragraph (a)(2) of this sec-
tion apply to all imports of fish or fish 
products regulated under this subpart 
into the Customs territory of the 
United States, except when entered as 
a product of an American fishery land-
ed overseas (HTS heading 9815). For in-
sular possessions with customs terri-
tories separate from the Customs terri-
tory of the United States, documenta-
tion requirements in paragraph (a)(2) of 
this section apply only to entries for 
consumption. The reporting require-
ments of paragraph (a)(3) of this sec-
tion do not apply to fish products des-
tined from one foreign country to an-
other which transit the United States 
or a U.S. insular possession and are 

designated as an entry type other than 
entry for consumption as defined in 
§ 300.181. 

(2) Documentation requirements. (i) All 
fish or fish products regulated under 
this subpart, imported into the cus-
toms territory of the United States or 
entered for consumption into a sepa-
rate customs territory of a U.S. insular 
possession, must, at the time of pre-
senting entry documentation for clear-
ance by customs authorities (e.g., CBP 
Forms 7533 or 3461 or other documenta-
tion required by the port director) be 
accompanied by an original, com-
pleted, approved, validated, species- 
specific statistical document with the 
required information and exporter’s 
certification completed as specified in 
§ 300.186. Customs forms can be ob-
tained by contacting the local CBP 
port office; contact information is 
available at www.cbp.gov. For a U.S. in-
sular possession, contact the local cus-
toms office for any forms required for 
entry. 

(ii) The statistical document must be 
validated as specified in § 300.187 by a 
responsible government official of the 
country whose flag vessel caught the 
fish (regardless of where the fish are 
first landed). 

(iii) For fish products entered for 
consumption, the permit holder must 
provide on the original statistical doc-
ument that accompanied the import 
shipment the correct information and 
importer’s certification specified in 
§ 300.186, and must note on the top of 
the statistical document the entry 
number assigned at the time of filing 
an entry summary (e.g., CBP Form 7501 
or electronic equivalent) with customs 
authorities. 

(iv) Bluefin tuna, imported into the 
Customs territory of the United States 
or entered for consumption into the 
separate customs territory of a U.S. in-
sular possession, from a country re-
quiring a BSD tag on all such bluefin 
tuna available for sale, must be accom-
panied by the appropriate BSD tag 
issued by that country, and said BSD 
tag must remain on any bluefin tuna 
until it reaches its final destination. If 
the final import destination is the 
United States, which includes U.S. in-
sular possessions, the BSD tag must re-
main on the bluefin tuna until it is cut 
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into portions. If the bluefin tuna por-
tions are subsequently packaged for do-
mestic commercial use or re-export, 
the BSD tag number and the issuing 
country must be written legibly and in-
delibly on the outside of the package. 

(3) Reporting requirements. For fish or 
fish products regulated under this sub-
part that are entered for consumption 
and whose final destination is within 
the United States, which includes a 
U.S. insular possessions, a permit hold-
er must submit to NMFS the original 
statistical document that accompanied 
the fish product as completed under 
§ 300.186 and paragraph (a)(2) of this sec-
tion. A copy of the original completed 
statistical document must be post-
marked and mailed, or faxed, by said 
permit holder to NMFS at an address 
designated by NMFS within 24 hours of 
the time the fish product was entered 
for consumption into the Customs ter-
ritory of the United States or the sepa-
rate customs territory of a U.S. insular 
possession. 

(b) Exports—(1) Applicability of require-
ments. The documentation and report-
ing requirements of this paragraph 
apply to exports of fish or fish products 
regulated under this subpart that were 
harvested by U.S. vessels and first 
landed in the United States, or har-
vested by vessels of a U.S. insular pos-
session and first landed in that posses-
sion. This paragraph also applies to 
products of American fisheries landed 
overseas. 

(2) Documentation requirements. A per-
mit holder must complete an original, 
numbered, species-specific statistical 
document issued to that permit holder 
by NMFS for each export referenced 
under paragraph (b)(1) of this section. 
Such an individually numbered docu-
ment is not transferable and may be 
used only once by the permit holder to 
which it was issued to report on a spe-
cific export shipment. A permit holder 
must provide on the statistical docu-
ment the correct information and ex-
porter certification specified in 
§ 300.186. The statistical document must 
be validated, as specified in § 300.187, by 
NMFS, or another official authorized 
by NMFS. A list of such officials may 
be obtained by contacting NMFS. A 
permit holder requesting U.S. valida-
tion for exports should notify NMFS as 

soon as possible after arrival of the 
vessel to avoid delays in inspection and 
validation of the export shipment. 

(3) Reporting requirements. A permit 
holder must ensure that the original 
statistical document, as completed 
under paragraph (b)(2) of this section, 
accompanies the export of such prod-
ucts to their export destination. A 
copy of the statistical document must 
be postmarked and mailed by said per-
mit holder to NMFS, at an address des-
ignated by NMFS, within 24 hours of 
the time the fish product was exported 
from the U.S. or a U.S. insular posses-
sion. Once a system is available, per-
mit holders will also be able to submit 
the forms electronically via the Inter-
net. 

(c) Re-exports—(1) Applicability of re-
quirements. The documentation and re-
porting requirements of this paragraph 
apply to exports of fish or fish products 
regulated under this subpart that were 
previously entered for consumption 
into the customs territory of the 
United States or the separate customs 
territory of a U.S. insular possession 
through filing the documentation spec-
ified in paragraph (a) of this section. 
The requirements of this paragraph do 
not apply to fish products destined 
from one foreign country to another 
which transit the United States or a 
U.S. insular possession and which are 
designated as an entry type other than 
entry for consumption as defined in 
§ 300.181. 

(2) Documentation requirements. (i) If a 
permit holder subdivides or consoli-
dates a shipment that was previously 
entered for consumption as described 
in paragraph (c)(1) of this section, the 
permit holder must complete an origi-
nal, individually numbered, species- 
specific re-export certificate issued to 
that permit holder by NMFS for each 
such re-export shipment. Such an indi-
vidually numbered document is not 
transferable and may be used only once 
by the permit holder to which it was 
issued to report on a specific re-export 
shipment. A permit holder must pro-
vide on the re-export certificate the 
correct information and re-exporter 
certification specified in § 300.186. The 
permit holder must also attach the 
original statistical document that ac-
companied the import shipment or a 
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copy, and provide the correct informa-
tion and intermediate importer’s cer-
tification specified in § 300.186, and 
must note on the top of both the statis-
tical documents and the re-export cer-
tificates the entry number assigned by 
customs authorities at the time of fil-
ing the entry summary. 

(ii) If a shipment that was previously 
entered for consumption as described 
in paragraph (c)(1) of this section is not 
subdivided into sub-shipments or con-
solidated, for each re-export shipment, 
a permit holder must complete the in-
termediate importer’s certification on 
the original statistical document and 
note the entry number on the top of 
the statistical document. Such re-ex-
ports do not need a re-export certifi-
cate and the re-export does not require 
validation. 

(iii) Re-export certificates must be 
validated, as specified in § 300.187, by 
NMFS or another official authorized by 
NMFS. A list of such officials may be 
obtained by contacting NMFS. A per-
mit holder requesting validation for re- 
exports should notify NMFS as soon as 
possible to avoid delays in inspection 
and validation of the re-export ship-
ment. 

(3) Reporting requirements. For each 
re-export, when required under this 
paragraph (c), a permit holder must 
submit the original of the completed 
re-export certificate and the original 
or a copy of the original statistical 
document completed as specified under 
paragraph (c)(2) of this section, to ac-
company the shipment of such prod-
ucts to their re-export destination. A 
copy of the completed statistical docu-
ment and re-export certificate, when 
required under this paragraph (c), must 
be postmarked and mailed by said per-
mit holder to NMFS, at an address des-
ignated by NMFS, within 24 hours of 
the time the shipment was re-exported 
from the U.S. Once a system is avail-
able, permit holders will also be able to 
submit the forms electronically via the 
Internet. 

(d) Recordkeeping. A permit holder 
must retain at his or her principal 
place of business, a copy of each statis-
tical document and re-export certifi-
cate required to be submitted to NMFS 
pursuant to this section, and sup-
porting records for a period of 2 years 

from the date on which it was sub-
mitted to NMFS. 

(e) Inspection. Any person responsible 
for importing, exporting, storing, pack-
ing, or selling fish or fish products reg-
ulated under this subpart, including 
permit holders, consignees, customs 
brokers, freight forwarders, and im-
porters of record, shall be subject to 
the inspection provisions at § 300.183(d). 

[69 FR 67277, Nov. 17, 2004, as amended at 71 
FR 58163, Oct. 2, 2006] 

§ 300.186 Contents of documentation. 

(a) Statistical documents. To be 
deemed complete, all statistical docu-
ments must state: 

(1) The document number assigned by 
the country issuing the document. 

(2) The name of the country issuing 
the document, which must be the coun-
try whose flag vessel harvested the 
fish, regardless of where it is first land-
ed. 

(3) The name of the vessel that 
caught the fish, the vessel’s length (in 
meters), the vessel’s registration num-
ber, and the ICCAT record number, if 
applicable. 

(4) The point of export, which is the 
city, state or province, and country 
from which the fish is first exported. 

(5) The product type (fresh or frozen), 
time of harvest (month/year), and prod-
uct form (round, gilled and gutted, 
dressed, fillet, or other). 

(6) The method of fishing used to har-
vest the fish (e.g., purse seine, trap, rod 
and reel). 

(7) The ocean area from which the 
fish was harvested. 

(8) The weight of each fish (in kilo-
grams for the same product form pre-
viously specified) or the net weight of 
each product type, as applicable. 

(9) The name and license number of, 
and be signed and dated in the export-
er’s certification block by, the ex-
porter. 

(10) If applicable, the name and title 
of, and be signed and dated in the vali-
dation block by, a responsible govern-
ment official of the country whose flag 
vessel caught the fish (regardless of 
where the fish are first landed) or by an 
official of an institution accredited by 
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